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Is humbly inſcribed 


By their moſt obedient Servant, 


May 7, 1760. EDWARD PICKARD. 
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140 4 = - Provenns/xxii. 6. | 
Train up à child in the way that he ſhould go: and when le is 


old, be will not depart from it. 
2 


MIDST che various objects, which the 8 
of God hath ſet before our view, to raiſe the feelings 
of humanity,” and to excite our Chriſtian compaſ- 
fion, benevolence, and charity, there are none more 


touching, or that plead with a more perſuaſive force, than 


children expoſed to or involved in miſery and diſtreſs ; either 
by the loſs of thoſe who might have been their | pe wh 
ides, and providers; or by having ſuch parents, who either, 
ugh inability, cannot by care of them, or, through 

a worſe than brutal inſenſibility and cruelty, negle& them. 
It is hard to ſay, which of theſe are the greateſt objects of our 
compaſſion and charity. But ſure I am, and I appeal to the 
tender feelings of 1 Dark, that the call for charity to ſuch, 
is ſo ehgaging, as to be almoſt irreſiſtible. Their innocence ; 


their helpleſs ſtate; the miſeries they are expoſed to for both + 


worlds, without any fault of their own; their inſenſibility to 
them ; their inability to prevent or remove them ; theſe and 


ſuch like, without any art and deſign on their part, touch all 


the ſtrings of humanity and compaſſion ; engage us, almoſt 
without our wills, in their favour; and preſs us to become their 
friends and patrons: while at the ſame time, they obviate all 
the objections which can be formed, all the excuſes which 
might be invented in other caſes, to curb and reſtrain our 
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{Invocencr' in diſtes! Jndigence and ywretchedneG un- 
procured and unmerited! Beings capable of fociat utility, ef 
religion, of virtue, of immortality! But in danger, through 
their infelicity not their crime, of being peſts to ſociety, victims 


to pro and vice, and of periſhing for ever! Souls formed 
by God; redeemed by Chriſt ; of the ſame nature with our- 
ſelves, expoſed, unguarded and deſerted, to all the ſnares of 
the great enemy, and in danger, in the utmoſt danger, of 
being loſt, as to all the valuable ends of exiſtence in this 
world, or that which is to come l—Oh who that conſiders 
this doth not feel the ' generous tear almoſt ſtart from his eye? 
and all his foul meked down in compaſſion and love? diſpoſed 

to liſten to a propoſal in favour of ſuch unhappy objects? 
kindly prejudiced on its ſide? and ready to communicate to 
its ſupport and ſucceſs ? 


Tux wiſe man has, in the words which I have read to you, 


pointed out to us the only effectual means in order hereto : 


and , a us to make the trial, by the great probabi- 
lity which there is of ſucceſs. Train up cl i the way 
that he ſhould go: and «when he is old, be will not depart from it. 


Ay the prevailing practice is an acknowledgment in favour 
of this method; in ths charitable inftitations, erected” and 
maintained for this purpoſe. But general experience may 
ſeem to contradict it. And notwi ding all that has been 
hitherto done of this kind, complaints of their inefficacy, are 
very comtnon; and, I ſappoſe, with too much truth. To 
aſſign the cauſes hercof is not my province; or if it were, 
would be a very difagreeable tafk to me, who ſtand here an 
advocate for one charity: but not to detract from the merit of 
others. For merit they have: and are, I doubt not, highly 
uſeful; as well as cartied on with the kindeſt deſign. None 
however, who deſire to promote the great end of ſuch inſti- 
tutions, will be offended, if another be erected, which is pro- 

poſed 


117 


poſed to fy acknowledged defes. Be offended, I 
ſaid. But ey — word. For I am uaded there 
are none ſuch, but who will wiſh well to fi « deſign; ap- 


plaud it; and as far, as with. pr 
nance and encpurage it. N has ſo long prevented a 
deſign, which has 3 voice in its favour, but the diffi- 
culties attending it, and the expence it requires. But what 
difficulties are too great, what, expences are too large, for a 
warm and generous charity to ſurmount, and provide for? 
Such a plan I am now deſired, and indeed by my own judg- 
ment 110 inclination am led, to recommend to you ſh 
it had ſome abler advocate. But it wants no. colouring. To 
repreſent. it fairly, is to do it the beſt ſervice. And this I 
can do with the better grace and the more confidence, from 
the generous encouragement it: has already met with : and 


from the preſence of many, of true worth and n n Who 
are its friends and patrons. 


they can, will 1A 


As the deſign itſelf is founded upon the plan which Solo- 
mon here lays down, I ſhall therefore make two or three go 
neral obſervations upon the words. And then apply them to 
our preſent occaſion. And A | 


Firſt, Tux great importance of early education. 


Tur eracy and wickedneſs of the world, and of the 
age in which we live, is too notorious to be doubted ; too me- 
lancholy, not to be lamented . Ready enough men are to 
reſolve this into one general cauſe, viz. the corruption and 
depravity of human nature. Whether, and how far, this is 
the ca 22 buſineſs to enquire: I am very clear 
it i not the only : and that it is carried a great deal too 
far, when. men . crimi- 
nal, cruel neglect. For indeed, if human nature be thus 
corrupted, i requires the tagte Gare to Corrolt and * 

2 


Toes wei — "4, 4 oy ___- 


ta? 
And if it be"helplefs, unfurniſhed, unguarded, it needs, it 
demands, all the friendly help, that others can give to aſſiſt, 
to adorn, to defend it. — — nature, or to ſpeak more 


n t part of the creation of God. 
has capacities, hic eee 
ſigned for ſociety, for virtue, for religion, and for immortali 
But N are theſe capacities, if unimproved and lighted ? 
What, but as a foil, in itſelf good, and capable of producing 
excellent fruit ? but uncultivated and n bearing no- 
thing but bryars, and thorns, and weeds ? and more difagree- 
able and pernicious, than the hard barren rock ? Young minds 
are like wax ; capable of being ſoftened and moulded to any 
form, of receiving any impreſſion. The ſeveral powers and 
affections of the ſoul, are as the branches of ſome generous 
ſtock, which need to be carefully pruned ; to be ſkilfully di- 
rected; to be bent and diſpoſed with induſtry and ks. in 
order to promote their beauty and fertility; and for want of 
this will run wild ; choke the ground they ED upon ; bring 
0 


forth none or very bad fruit; ar be fit to be cut down, 
and caſt into the fire. 


To ſpeak plainly and without a figure. What pity is it 
that . capable of, and formed by nature for, uſe- 
fulneſs in ſociety, advances in true pet and virtue, for im- 
portant and honourable action in life, and eternal hap- 
pineſs beyond it, ſhould, by being totally neglected, or im- 
properly treated in young life, turn out not barely uſeleſs, 
but pernicious to the world? let looſe like ſavage beaſts of 
prey ? loſt to all ſenſe of principle and conſcience ? without 
fearing God or regarding man? with untamed paſſions and 
brutal luſts? inſenſible to the pleaſures and obligations of 
ſocial virtue, of ſelf-government, or of religion? and when 


they have wretchedly ſpent out their time here, finking 


down into more dreadful 22 I with this were _—_ 
caſe 
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| cal with has; whoſe figure and ſtation in life, ſhould, one 
would have thought, n 


Bur I have chiefly in my eye, children of the lower or 
loweſt claſs. When i ſee ſuch, having no parents, or worſe 
than none, expoſed to all the ſnares of idleneſs, of indi- 
gence, of bad example; their paſſions prevailing ; tempta- 
tions offering ; under no reſtraints—humanity weeps, it bleeds 
at the fi oh! ſurely, fay I to myſelf, theſe need no devil to 
tempt = ruin them ! But is there nothing to be done, to 
fave and reſcue theſe poor unhappy creatures? and to render 
their exiſtence, a bleffing to . and others? and to 
form them uſeful . of community ? and to fit them 
for religion, and another world? Ves, train them up in the 
way they ſhould go. Let them have proper inſtruction, in 
the great principles and duties of religion. Let them be 
impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe of God and another world. Let 
their paſſions be reſtrained and corrected, by proper diſcipline. 
Let them be taught truth, and honeſty, and gratitude towards 
men : contentment, ſobriety, and humility : love and tender- 
neſs to each other : and above all to reverence their all- 
ſeeing Maker and Judge; and to value their immortal fouls. 
Let them be kept out of the way of temptation. Let them 
be gradually inured to induſtry and diligence : and their 
minds *. their time be filled up with proper employment. 
Let them meet with ſuitable encouragements: and correction 


be, only when neceſſary; and ſuch for kind, as to promote, 


and work pon, an ingenuous temper. 


Tuis method, carefully purſued, promiſes ea and 
you may hope for the bleffing of God upon it. A foun- 
dation is hereby laid, on which you may promiſe yourſelves 
to ſee an agreeable ſuperſtructure raiſed. Hahits might be 


formed and contracted, which by the grace of God would 


ſtrengthen and improve! and withſtand the force of future 
temp- 


{64 
7 tions. And you would have the honour and pleaſure 
miſhing the community with pſeful members ; of pro- 

mo the Cn of God's creation; of adding ſubjects to 
the Redeemer's kingdom Fa 85 Fl ping foul from death; and 
forming them for eternal though it may, and 
doth in ſome melanchol Ae. 4 fail, yet the obſervation 
is in general true; founded upon the faireſt probability; con- 
firmed by agreeable experience; that ram 0 @ child inthe 
| gy that be ſtogld u and when be is old, be will nat depart 
from it. I obſerve, ty 18 


Secondly, Tuar this important concern doth immediate- 
ly and directly devolve upon parents. 


Taz1R intereſt in their children, is the neareſt and cloſeſt 
that can be. Their ties to them, the — . 54 and moſt 
engaging. Their obligations to them, the plaineſt dictates 
of nature and moſt forcible : fo plain, ſo forcible, ſo wrought 
up into the human heart, as not to need an expreſs com- 
mand: It is igſtinct, as well as duty. And to ſuppreſs it 
is unnatural violence, as well as cruelty. And to neglect 
this care of their offspring, in that, which is of all others 
the moſt important inſtance of it, is the moſt reproachful 
ignorance, treachery, and cruelty. Have you no concern 
what becomes. of them in future, life, and to all eternity ? 
Is the dying body all? and the immortal ſoul nothing ? Is 
it a matter of indifference to you, what principles they im- 
bibe? what habits they f what character they bear 
in life? in what manner they fill up their ſtations 7 upon 
what terms they ſtand with their Maker and Judge? what 
becomes of Fas. for ever? Haye you no pleaſure in their 
honour and happineſs ? no pain in conſidering them infamous 
and miſerable ? Can you anſwer it to yourſelves or them, not 
» as he great Lord and Judge of all, thus to neglect 

em | 


Bur 


FF 

Bor what now if ſome poor helpleſs innocents, entering 
upon this world of temptation and difficulty, in a fituation 
and diſtreſs, ſhould. be deprived of their tender, 

guardians and guides? What if others of them, 
though the ignorance” and indigence, or others, which is 
ſtill worſe, through the cruelty aid wickedneſs, as well as 
poverty, of thoſe, who call themſelves, but do not deſerve the 
name of, parents, ſhould be left expoſed and deſerted, not 
only to the miſeries of want, but to the temptations of idle- 
neſs, vice, bad example? Are theſe inevitably and neceſſarily 
to periſh? to periſh now, and for ever? Shall no attempts be 
made to reſcue and fave them? Forbid it humanity and com- 
paſſion! Forbid it chriſtian love and charity! Surely, my chri- 
{tian brethren, ſurely ſuch are the trueſt objects of regard. 
And to be a father to the fatherleſs; and when father and 
mother forſake them, then to take them up, is truly great 
and God-like: Can we ſupply the place of patents to them? 
Can we guard the expoſed and friendleſs, while innocent? 
Can we guide and preſerve the tender mind, yet untainted ? 
Can we train to religion, uſefulneſs, and happineſs, thoſe 
who ſtand, as yet guiltleſs, and without their fault, on the 
brink of vice, ruin, and miſery? Can we do this, or any 
thing towards it? Surely, if we can, Providence calls us to 
it: compaſſion inclines us: en encourages us: honour 
and pleaſure invite us to it. Ves: let us be parents to them 
in the beſt ſenſe, by training them up in the way that they 
ſhould go. And as they grow up in piety and virtue, we 
ſhall grow in ſatisfaction and delight. Wen, 


Bor then I muſt obſerve, 
Thirdy, TraT in the 2 buſineſs of education, re- 


ſpe& ſhould be had to the ſtation in life, which Providence 
ſeems to have defigned them for. | | 


THIS 


| HIS it is the wiſdom of parents to- regard... And. this, 


charitable inſtitutions ſhould more eſpecially keep in view. 
| Train up a child in the way that be ſhould go. Teach him 
l to move in that ſphere, 'to walk in that 8 life, to be- 
1 | have properly in that ſtation, which Providence, in its wiſe 
i — diſpoſition of the human family, has pointed out to and af- 
4 —_—.... ere . e ag 


TurRRE are indeed ſome general rules and methods 
of education, which are common to all. And ſome ge- 
| neral principles, truths, and duties, in which all ought 
** to be alike inſtructed, 1 ſome, and thoſe the das 2 
1 ant reſpects, all are by nature upon a level: and the 
. lich and the poor meet er. They have all one com- 
4 mon father : one Saviour, who died for all without diſtinc- 

| tion: one rule of duty: one eternal ſtate before them. 
| They have all immortal ſouls: and that of the pooreſt is as 
valuable in the ſight of God and Jeſus, and alſo in itſelf, as 
that of the richeſt. In theſe reſpects then, the ſame care 


| | is to be taken of all; and the ſame general methods of edu- 
| cation to be uſed. 


\ | Bur there is a great variety of external circumſtances: 
| which Providence has wiſely ordained : and which are evi- 
9 dently conducive to the benefit and advantage of the whole. 
VP According to theſe, the education ought to vary: and 
= that would be a very ill-judged plan, which was ſettled 
| | or conducted to the negle& hereof. The objects of cha- 
1 rity, are thoſe in low and indigent circumſtances. And 
| | becauſe they .are in ſuch circumſtances, charity - regards 
1 them. Theſe are a uſeful, a neceſſary part of a com- 
| munity, if taught to know their ſtation ; and to act properly 
. | in it. Nature has pointed out to them the lower occu- 
| pations in life : and with a view to theſe, they ought to be 
educated. 


[9] 
educated. Now to gener them in eaſe and idlenefs; in 


ſoftneſs and ten to inſtill into them notions of higher 
life: to fit them for ſtations above what Providence has al- 
loted them: to teach them what would diſqualify them for 
their inferior condition, except in ſome very extraordin 


. Inſtances, is abſurd and prepoſterous : and inſtead of being 
charity, is taking them out of the way in which Providence 


has defi they ſhould go; is injuſtice to the community; 
A Ry nnd, > FEY 


Tux great care therefore in the education of ſuch ſhould 
be, to take them, if it can be done, from indigence and 
want; leaſt being poor, they lye, and ſteal, and take the 
name of God in vain, and be corrupted by evil example : 
to preſerve them from idleneſs, and to reſtrain their paſ- 


ſions ; leaſt contracting habits of ſloth, they be tempted to 


mean and unlawful methods to gratify themſelves : to teach 
them only what may be proper for every chriſtian, and every 
man in the meaneſt ſtation; leaſt they be raiſed above them- 
ſelves, and forget their rank: to keep them, if it oF be, 
under government and tuition ; leaſt running large, all our 
endeavours to form their minds to piety and virtue ſhould be 
defeated: and to accuſtom them to induſtry and diligence ; 
not ſo as to make it a toil and burden ; but with proper en- 
couragements ; and fo as to diſpoſe and inure them with eaſe 
and chearfulneſs, to engage in the neceſſary occupations of 
future life. Such a plan for the education of poor children, 
beſpeaks its own utility ; has been always approved in theory; 
and is what true benevolence and charity has long and ar- 
dently wiſhed for. Such a plan is now propoſed to you: 
and, upon the principles contained in the foregoing obſerva- 
tions, I would recommend it to you. Its title beſpeaks its 

nature and deſign. It is a plan, 
. Fer the education, maintenance, and employment of orphans, 
and other poor children; who are taken in from fix years old to 
nine: to be continued and provided for, till fourteen or up- 
ward: and then to be put r or placed in ſome ſervice. 
| SUCH 


(- 19 J 


Such are its objects! Qrphans and poor Children] un- 
Pe objects of charity ! If .innocence and diſtreſs ; 

it being as yet untainted with vice, but expoſed to it; if be- 
ing capable of the beſt diſpoſitions and principles, but in 
danger of worle than none; capable of being uſeful to ſo- 
ciety, but, neglected, likely to become nui 
of religion and immortality, but in the utmaſt dang 
perdition ; if theſe things, I ſay, conſtitute objects of com- 
paſſion and charity, thoſe, I am an advocate for, are truly 
ſuch : your own tell you they are. 


HERE they are maintained : ided with decent ; 
8 and a houſe 9 in. H ＋ 
who can ſcarce provide for themſelves, are eaſed of a bur- 
then; and relieved from the diſtreſs of hearing their cries for 
daily bread, and not without great difficulty able to ſupply 
them, In this view therefore it is a great charity. But this 
is not the primary view. For hereby the children themſelves 
are kept, not only from the diſtreſſes, but alſo from the 
_ dreadful temptations of indigence and want: and from thoſe 

dangerous ſnares, to which their unhappy ſituation expoſes 
them; by which their morals are too oft corrupted ; and 
the labours of charity to inſtill good principles, and valuable 
knowledge, are b and defeated. | 


Henk they are Z2vght : not to be able ſcholars; or fine 
pen-men. That, I think, would be a perverſion of charity, 
and a hurtful waſte : but fo much reading as every chriſtian 
who values his Bible would wiſh them to have: and no 
more writin A 275 would be =_ > the 5 ſtation. 
Here, eſpecially, they are to be taught that know - 
ledge, hich r waht ths — ſober, andy diligent ; 
uſeful to community; wiſe for themſelves now; and wile for 


eternal ſalvation. The knowledge of God, of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of their duty! 


HzRe they are formed into a regular family: accuſtomed 
to order: where the worſhip of God is kept up: and prayer 
and reading theScriptures to be morning and evening obſerved. 


HERE 


I 
: 
i 


L * . 

Hxxx are no party diſtinctions: children are admitted, with- 
out enquiring under what particular denomination their parents 
do, or did rank. And though the expediency of their at- 
tending the public worſhip of together, under the maſter's 

„is too obvious to be objected to, yet no particular cate- 
ihn ie injoined to be learnt; but it is left to the direction of 
every governor, to point out one for the child he nominates. 
This catholic plan has recommended it not only to diſſenters 


of the various denominations, but to ſome worthy perſons of 
the eſtabliſhment ; and I truſt will further recommend it. 5 


Tunis charity has particular to the of the 
children; hereby to fires 2 induſtry * 4 a 7 

Some manufacture is propoſed to be carried on, as is fit for 
their age, with proper encouragements. So that, I truſt, 
while none ſhall have cauſe to complain that they are hardly 
uſed, none ſhall charge this charity with ſupporting idleneſs. 


Tas is the plan I have to recommend to you. The difh- 
culties and expence of it you will eaſily fee : and they were 
foreſeen. But ſtil] it was thought important enough to make 
the trial: and the ſucceſs has diſappointed the fears, and ex- 


. ceeded the hopes, of its firſt friends and patrons. So that it 


it not a ſcheme in conception and. idea, that I recommend to 
you; but a real object. A liſt of thoſe who are governors, 
both gentlemen and ladies, is preſented to you: beſides them, 
there are many denefactors. A capital is raiſed of about 
17001. An annual income of near 3001. * Twenty boys are 
already admitted; under the care of a maſter and miſtreſs of 
unexceptionable character. A committee attends weekly, to 
inſpect and manage: as well as a general committee every 
month. And, judging from the countenance it has alread 

met with, we make no doubt, to be able, and it is id, 


| to take in twenty girls in a ſhort time, to be kept diſtin from 


* Since the above, the capital is increaſed to upwards of nineteen hun- 
dred pounds ; and there are feveral new governors. © 


Fo * , 


che bose att will think ta be highly niſite: and 
wich de convenience ofthe hou admin _ "+ me 


" Bus h rt well we wiſh its ſucceſs, e 
ceſlary to. its, pint nd progreſs, further aſſiſtance is, yet we 


Want to make nb advantage of a tranſient flame, or of a ſud- 


den warmth of pathof;.and therefore have declined a public 


"Y colle&ion. It is to your Judgments, and to your benev ence, 


as a real principle, and a calm affection, that we appeal. 
And only give you this © e that you might come and 


Me and, if you approve t e defign, j join in'its ſupport. ra 


"EY cou urge man arguments, and motives. But ch 

is free; and mA oo to be extorted. If you a 
deſign, your own hearts will plead for it. And your re- 
flections ſuggeſt to you, how conducive it is to the honour of 
God, and t Rei a How beneficial to ſociety by forming 
uſeful members out of thoſe who might be its burden : wy 
how particularly intereſting to its immediate TI in _ 
view, both as to time, and to eternity. 


Bur I will cloſe with ſetting before you the practice of our, 
divine Maſter, and compaſſionate Saviour; and alſo his en- 


couraging words. The former is repreſented Mark x. 13. 
When the diſciples rebuked thoſe who brought young children 70 


bim, he was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid unto hen, Suffer the little 


children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of ſuch is the 
kingdom of God. And he * them up in bis arms, put bis 
hands upon them, and bleſſed them. His animating words you 
find Matt. xxv. 755 Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepare dj r you from the foundation of the world. For 
I was an bungrea, and ye gave me meat: I was thir/ly, and ye 
gave me drink : a flranger and deſtitute, * and ye took me in: 
naked, and ye clothed me——Inaſmuch as os have done it unto one 
"Y the leg of * my brethren; Je have done it unto me. 


